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Recent printing of Flag coil on nonphosphored paper 
By Richard Nazar 

Part of a recent printing of a 
United States 3 7¢ Flag coil 
stamp was produced on non­
phosphored paper. 

The stamp in question is the 
37¢ Flag coil of 2002 (Scott 
3632) printed in self-stick 
rolls of 100 by the Bureau of 

It is used to activate auto­
matic mail-handling equip­
ment and is visible under 
shortwave ultraviolet light. 

The new variety has not 
been reported as having been 
found by collectors or dealers 
yet, but it should be easy to 
distinguish from stamps print­
ed by the Bureau on prephos­
phored paper. 

The Bureau began printing 
the 3 7¢ Flag coil stamp on 
June 11, 2002. 

Since late 2002, the Flag 
coil is the only stamp being 
printed by the Bureau. 

(Although the Bureau has 
produced most U.S. postage 
stamps during the last Ill 
years, it will end its produc­
tion of U.S. postage stamps in 
2005, completing the transi­
tion of all U.S. Postal Service 
stamp production from the 
Bureau to competing private 
stamp printers.) 

thin layer of chrome for dura- pressions were made from 
bility. combination 3333A on the 

So far, the Bureau has used nonphosphored paper. 
the following 12 plate-number This equates to about 10 
combinations to print the 37¢ percent of the total impres­
Flag coil: 1111, 2222, 3333, sions from combination 
4444, 5555, 6666, 7777, 3333A through November 
8888, 9999, llllA, 2222A 2004. 
and 3333A. · Although Bureau records 

Cylinder combinations explain that the stamps print-
2222, 3333 and 8888 were re- ed on the nonphosphored pa­
chromed and used on further per wer~ coated with taggant 
press runs. at the last station on the print-

All12 plate-number combi- ing press, we currently do not 
nations were priqted · on know if the tagging was ap­
prephosphored paper known plied as block tagging over 
as LP797. each stamp image or as over-

However, a month after a all tagging across the printed 
brief test, on Oct. 28, 2004, · web (continuous roll) of 
the Bureau began printing the stamp paper. 
37¢ Flag coil stamp on non- Regardless of the type of 
phosphored paper. tagging (block or overall), 

The new paper was pro- each of these stamps will have 
d~ced by the sa~e paper sup- the taggant on top of the four 
pher as the prevt~us pre~hos- inks that make the stamp's 
phored s.t~ck, .but It had ddier- printed image. 
ent specifications - most no- In contrast stamps printed 
tably, it was not prephospho- ' 

on prephosphored paper have 
taggant that is below the col­
ored inks of the printed stamp 
image. 

The reason for using the 
nonphosphored paper is not 
noted in the Bureau reports, 
but a likely explanation.might 
be linked to the approaching 
end of the Bureau's stamp 
production in 2005. 

It is possible that rolls of 
nonphosphored paper were re­
maining from the production 
of a previous stamp, such as 
the nondenominated (5¢) Wet­
lands coil, which ' Was last 
printed in September 2002, 
and the Bureau used those 
rolls for the 37¢ Flag coil as a 
cost-saving measure. 

An interesting possibility 
exists that some of the 3 7¢ 
Flag coil stamps printed on 
the nonphosphored paper 
might end up as untagged er­
rors - a possibility that has 

not existed for many years on 
first-class letter-rate coils 
since the predominant use of 
prephosphored paper. 

Flag coil stamps bearing 
plate-number combination 
3333A were originally found 
in post offices in late October 
2004. 

The new variety, printed on 
nonphosphored paper with 
taggant applied after printing, 
was likely distributed in De­
cember 2004 or early in 2005. 
Who will be the first to find 
it? 

Richard Nazar researches 
and writes about production 
varieties of modern US. 
stamps and specializes in 
plate-number coils. He re­
sides in New Jersey. 

A previous version of this 
story appeared on the Virtual 
Stamp Club, .located at 
www. virtualstampclub. com. • 

A 37¢ Flag coil stamp pro­
duced by the Bureau of En­
graving and Printing. A re­
cent printing of this stamp is 
on nonphosphored paper 
that was then tagged. 

Engraving and Printing in' 
Washington, D.C. A single 
stamp is shown nearby. 

All printing of 37¢ Flag 
coils was done on the Bu­
reau's Andreotti ( 601) press 
using sets of four cylinders, 
one cylinder for each ink used 
in the gravure printing process 
- yellow, magenta, cyan and 
black. 

redpaper. 1\v D t h t ~ - t n therefore had a different 0 U C S amps tOr new ra es 

BEP stamp . production 
records recently provided in 
response to a Freedom of In­
formation Act request show 
that the Bureau printed some 
3 7¢ Flag coil stamps on non­
phosphored paper and then 
applied phosphorescent tag­
ging over the printed stamps. 

Each of the 480-subject 
cylinders (20 subjects across 
by 24 subjects around) prints 
one ink ·of the multicolor 
stamp image and one of" the 
digits in the plate-number 
combination that is printed in 
the bottom margin of some 
stamps at a regular interval. 

designation, LP800. In total, 
23 rolls of nonphosphored pa­
per were used before switch­
ing back to the prephospho­
red LP797 paper ·on Nov. 2, 
2004. . 

All production using the 
nonphosphored paper was 
printed . using plate-number · 
combination 3333A. 

This plate-number combi­
nation, therefore, exists on 
two different papers with dif­

The Netherlands ' post of­
fice, TPG Post, issued two de­
finitive stamps Jan. 3 to meet 
new international-mail rates 
that went into effect Jan. 1. 

The 0.61-euro stamp pays 
the new basic rate for mail 
sent from the Netherlands to 
other European countries. The 
0.76e denomination is for the 
new basic rate for mail sent to 
non-European countries. Tagging is the usually invis­

ible phosphor material added 
to stamp paper or to printed 
stamps. 

Each cylinder is made of 
copper and then plated with a 

ferent types of tagging. 
According to Bureau 

records, 198,300 cylinder im-

These self-adhesive stamps 
depict Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands. The design by P. 

Scott# Price 
1 890.00 
2 .................. 3000.00 
11 .................. 25.00 
11 OG ........... 80.00 
24 cert OG .... 60.00 
25 .................. 11 7.50 
26 ................ .'. 7.00 
36b cert OG .. 200.00 
37 OG ........... 390.00 
63.................. 75.00 
65.................. 15.00 
6500 ........... 30.00 
67 ............ ...... 1200.00 
68 .................. 95.00 
70a ................ 250.00 
71 .................. 200.00 
72 .................. 375.00 
73.................. 25.00 
75 .... ......... .. ... 425.00 
76a ........ .. .. .. .. 160.00 
77 .................. 275.00 
86 .................. 350.00 
88.................. 95.00 
9400 ........... 99.00 
97 .................. 280.00 
99 .................. 680.00 
113................ 80.00 
114................ 31 .25 
115 ................ 259.00 
116 ................ 200.00 
117 00 ......... 230.00 
119 ................ 195.00 
146................ 32.50 
147................ 30.00 
150 ................ 130.00 
151 ........ .. ...... 120.00 
154 ................ 450.00 
156................ 30.00 
157................ 40.00 
158................ 10.00 
158 00 ......... 32.50 
161 ...... .. ...... .. 105.00 
165 ................ 139.00 
178.. .. ............ 45.00 
178 OG NH ... 125.00 
~ 82 . .. ...... .. .. .. . 13.00 
183 00.... ..... 35.00 
184................ 7.00 
185 OG ......... 130.00 
186 ................ 110.00 
187 ................ 165.00 
189................ 35.00 
191 ................ 250.00 
205................ 27.50 
205 OG ......... 75.00 
206 ....... :........ 7.50 
207................ 8.00 
207 OG ......... 20.00 
209................ 16.00 
209 OG ......... 44.00 

These attractive stamps with small faults or repairs are offered here at minimum prices. 
. "OG" = original gum, "NG" = no gum, '1SE" = straight edge 

Scott # Price Scott # Price Scott # Price Scott # Price Scott # Price Scott # Price Scott# 
209b .............. 100.00 271 ......... .. ..... 24.00 337......... .. ..... 9.00 489.. .. ............ 1.40 566................ 6.00 619................ 7.50 687 .. ...... .. ..... . 
211................ 21 .00 273................ 23.00 342 ................ 200.00 LPR............... 8.50 567................ 5.00 620................ 1.50 PR ................ . 
21 1 OG ......... 65.00 274................ 60.00 343 PR.......... 2.50 489 LPR NH 568................ 6.00 622................ 4.00 688 .............. .. 
212 ................ 7.90 275 ................ 70.00 367................ 1.40 Ave....... ..... 18.00 569................ 10.00 627................ .70 689 ............. .. . 
213................ 2.80 279................ 1.50 367NHSE ... 3.00 490................ .15 576............. ... .50 628................ 1.60 692 ........... .. .. . 
215................ 25.00 2798 ............. 2.25 370................ 2.25 PR................. .30 PR................. 1.00 629................ .50 693 .... .... .. .... .. 
215 OG ......... 50.00 279Bc NG ..... 90.00 372................ 3.00 LPR. .. .. .......... 1.10 577 ................ .75 632a........ ...... 1.25 694 ........ .. .. .. .. 
216................ 17.00 279Bd .... .. ..... 3.25 372 NH SE ... 6.00 492............ .. .. 2.50 PR ................. 1.50 633... .. .. .. ....... .65 695 Ave. NH .. 
21600 ......... 65.00 27981.. .......... 2.50 375 ................ 1.75 LPR .... .. .. .. ..... 15.00 581.. .... .. ........ 2.50 634AAve. NG 130.00 696 ............... . 
217 OG ......... 100.00 280.. .. ............ 7.50 379........... ..... 9.50 493........ .. ...... 4.95 583................ .90 634d.............. .50 698 .... .' .......... . 
219................ 7.50 280b.............. 7.50 380................ 32.00 494.... .... .... .... 3.00 584.. ............ .. 8.00 635..... .. ......... .15 
2190 .......... ... 49.00 281................ 8.00 381................ 26.00 496 ..... :...... .... 1.40 585................ 4.75 636................ 1.10 
220................ 5.00 283................ 29.00 383................ .60 LPR............... 7.50 586................ 4.50 637................ .70 
223................ 18.00 285 .... .. .......... 7.50 385.............. .. 10.00 498e....... ....... 1.00 587.... ............ 2.00 640................ .70 
224.......... .. .... 18.00 286.. .. .... .. ...... 6.50 387.............. .. 49.00 501... .. .. ......... 2.75 587 Ave. NH.. 4.50 641... ............. .70 
225................ 15.00 287.:.............. 35.00 390.. .... .......... 1.25 502... ............. 3.50 589.. .. ............ 7.00 642................ 1.25 
226................ 32.00 288... .. ...... .. ... 35.00 393........... ..... 14.00 503..... .... .. ..... 2.70 589 Ave. NH .. 19.00 643........ .. ...... .40 
228 ................ 100.00 289................ 45.00 397................ 4.35 504................ ~ -~ 590 NH ....... .. 2.25 644................ 1.00 
229 ................ 160.00 290.... ............ 45.00 398................ 2.90 506.. .. ............ . 591................ 18.00 645 ................ .25 
230................ 4.00 291 ... .... ...... ... 175.00 399..... .. ......... 20.00 507....... ......... 7,50 597 LPR........ .50 646................ .30 
231.. .. .. .......... 3.80 293 ................ 590.00 402................ 18.75 508.. .. .... ........ ~ ·~ 598.... .. .. .... .... .20 649....... .. ....... .35 
231v .. .. .......... 22.00 294................ 4.50 405. ............... 1.20 509................ . 5 599 LPR........ .50 650 .............. :. 2.25 
232................ 12.00 295.. .. ............ 3.90 405b.. .. ... ....... 15.00 510................ 4.00 600.. ........ .. .... 1.60 651.. ......... ..... .20 
233................ 13.00 296................ 21.00 405b Ave. NH 40.00 511 .. .... ..... :.... ~ -~~ PR... .. ........ .. .. 3.20 654................ .20 
234................ 12.00 297................ 24.00 406.... .. ...... .... 1.00 512............. ... 

9
.
50 

LPR........... .. .. 8.00 655.. .. ......... ... .20 
235.... .. .......... 12.00 298................ 30.00 408................ .35 514................ 11 :oo 600 Ave. NH.. 3.75 656......... ....... 4.25 
236................ 1o.OO 299...... .. ........ 40.00 PR........... .. .... .70 51~. ............... 

10 
OO PR Ave. NH ... 7.50 657.... ............ .15 

237................ 29.00 300.. .. ...... ...... 1.30 409................ .45 5~ ................ 15.00 601...... .... .. .... 1.00 658....... .. .... ... .65 
238 .............. .. 50.00 301..... .. ......... 1.60 PR............... .. .90 5 8...... ... ....... .50 602.... ............ .40 658 Ave. NH.. 1.15 
239 ..... .".......... 80.00 302................ 11 .00 410 NH ......... 2.90 ~~~ .... .. ...... :... 4:20 PR................. .80 660................ 1.25 
240 ................ 149.00 303................ 15.00 Prf. NH .......... 7.50 52 .A ...... N.H.. 10.80 603... ..... .. .... .. .90 662 Ave. NH.. 10.50 
240 Ave. NH .. 395.00 304... ............. 9.50 411................ 2.50 5278 ve. .. 2.75 PR.. .... .. .. .. ..... 1.80 664........ .... .. .. 7.50 

305...... .. ........ 12.00 413................ 9.50 ................ 604 LPR.. ... ... .85 670...... .. ........ 1.00 
241.. .............. 290.00 306 ................ 6.70 414 ................ 11.25 5288 ............. 5.65 606LPR........ .65 671 .. .. .. ... ....... .50 
242 ................ 280.00 307................ 15.00 416.......... .. .... 9.00 529................ .90 610................ .15 671 Ave. NH.. 1.70 
244 .. .............. 895.00 308................ 12.50 421 ................ 125.00 530...... .. .... .. .. .15 611 .. .. ............ 3.50 678 Ave. NH.. 20.00 
245 ............. ... 900.00 310 ................ 110.00 423 ........ .. .... .. 175.00 537................ 2.25 PR.......... .. ..... 7.00 679................ 29.00 
246................ 5.50 31 1.. .............. 189.00 424 ................ .65 538...... .. .. ...... 2.75 612.. .............. 4.00 680........... .. ... .20 
247................ 13.50 319................ 1.50 425................ .45 538a..... .. ....... 15.00 614.. .. .. ...... .... .7S 681....... .. ....... .15 
249........ .. ...... 40."00 319b.............. 1.85 425e............ .. 4.50 540................ 3.00 615................ 1.50 682................ .15 
251................ 58.00 3191............... 2.50 426................ 3.25 541 Ave. NH.. 30.00 616................ 7.50 683................ .30 
252............. ... 14.50 320................ 8.00 428 ................ 8.75 542.. .. .. .......... 2.25 614 NH ......... 1_50 685................ • .20 
253................ 13.00 323................ 7.50 428 NH SE ... 18.75 548................ 1.10 616 NH SE .. . 10.00 686................ .35 
254 ................ 37.50 324................ 7.00 441 ................ .25 549.. .. ... .. ....... 1.40 617.............. .. .65 PR................. .70 
254 Ave. NH.. 99.00 324 SE NH ... 15.00 PR................. .50 550.. .............. 9.90 618................ 1.25 LPR.......... .. ... 2.25 
255................ 12.75 325................ 22.50 LPR............... 2.25 550 SE NH ... 20.00 

699 ............. .. . 
708 ............... . 
710 ............... . 
711 ...... .. ...... .. 
713 .... .......... .. 
714 ........ .. .... .. 
715 ..... .. ........ . 
718 ............... . 
719 ............... . 
720b .... .. ....... . 
721 .............. .. 
PR. ....... .... .. .. . 
LPR .............. . 
722 ......... .. ... .. 
PR ............... .. 
LPR .. .... .. ...... . 
723 ............... . 
LPR .............. . 
730 .... .......... .. 
730a ........ .... .. 
733 .............. .. 
734 ........ .. .... .. 
735a .. ........... . 
743 .............. .. 
744 .............. .. 
745 .. .. .......... .. 
746 ............ .. .. 
748 .... .. .. .. .... .. 
749 ...... ........ .. 
750 .. ............ .. 
750a ............. . 
751 ............... . 
751a ............ .. 
754 ................ . 
758 .............. .. 

256................ 19.00 326................ 24.00 444................ 10.00 552................ .40 
258................ 60.00 327................ 41.00 449 ................ 650.00 552a.............. 2.00 
258 NH ......... 130.00 328................ 7.50 455................ 2.70 553................ .90 
259................ 80.00 328 Ave. NH.. 19.00 462.. ...... ...... .. 1.75 554................ .30 
260 ................ 135.00 329................ 8.75 463 ....... ,...... .. 1.25 554c.............. 2.25 
261A ............. 600.00 329 SE NH ... 18.75 480 Ave .... ..... 150.00 555.. .............. 4.50 
262 ................ 650.00 330...... .. ........ 37.50 481................ .25 557... .. .... ....... 4.00 
263 Torn .. ...... 800.00 330 Ave. NH.. 90.00 PR..... ............ .50 558................ 8.75 

TERMS: Payment with order please. 5 day return privi­
lege. Alternate choices appreciated. We accept VISA, 
MasterCard, Discover, American Express, checks, 
money orders, and U.S. full gum postage at face value. 
Add $2 for insurance. California residents include 
7.75% sales tax. Free price list sent with your order or 
upon request. 

264................ 1.00 331 ................ 1.30 482................ .35 559.. .............. 2.45 
265...... .......... 7.50 332....... ......... 1.30 486............ .. .. .25 560................ 12.50 

268................ 5.00 334................ 10.60 LPR....... ...... .. 1.90 562 .... .. ...... .... 4.50 d lb. 

Price 
1.00 
2.00 
.20 
.15 
.75 

1.40 
.50 

1.35 
2.00 
2.00 
2.50 
.20 
.50 

1.20 
1.00 

.70 
3.00 
.50 
.70 

8.75 
.75 

1.50 
2.00 

.60 
1.20 
2.35 
3.50 

20.00 
12.00 

.25 

.20 

.15 

.85 

.15 

.25 

.30 

.20 

.50 
1.20 

14.00 
1.50 
6.00 
.50 
.25 
.20 

267................ 1.35 332a NG ....... 55.00 PR............. .. .. .50 561........... ..... 4.00 ~ 

269................ 11 .00 335................ 9.50 488................ .75 563................ .40 \! rJ SAN MARCOS, CA 92069 
270................ 9.50 336................ 16.00 PR................. 1.50 565...... .. ........ 1.00 PHONE (760) 744-1435 • FAX (760) 744-5119 

Struycken features an image 
of the queen comprised of 
dots of the same color, blue­
violet for the 0.61e stamp and 
bronze green for the 0.76e. 

Walsall Security Printers of 
the United Kingdom printed 
the stamps by gravure in 
panes of five. 

The printing quantities are 
230,000 panes of the 0.61e 
and 150,000 panes of the 
0.76e. 

The country name and the 
denomination are a different 
color than the portrait, 
carmine red on the 0.61e and 
green on the 0. 7 6e. Gerard 
Unger did the typographic 
work for the stamps. 

For more information, con­
tact PTT Post Filatelie, Box 
30051, 9700-RN Groningen, 
The Netherlands; or its 
agency in the United States, 
Interpost, Box 420, Hewlett, 
NY 11557-0420 .• 

The portrait of the queen is 
based on a photograph taken 
by Vincent Mentzel. 

I 
I 

Quarterly copy listing 
consisting of over 100 

pages of propaganda cards, 
covers and documents. 

The next copy will be sent 
for $5 (postage & 

handling) refundable with 
the frrst purchase. 

Write to: 
GREG COX/GREYCO COVERS 
P.O. Box 2134 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
Phone/Fax: (707) 839-3125 
Email: greyco@earthlink.net 

Catalog Request Form 
: Name (please print): ___ _____ _ 

I Address: 
I 
-City: ___ __________ :====~ 

State and Zip Code: ________ _ 

Telephone: 

References: ___________ _ 

Signature: 

write to: Greg Cox/Grey co Covers 
P.O. Box 2134, McKinleyville, CA 95519 

D Phone/Fax (707) 839-3125 _.....~ 
G~~ Email: greyco@earthlink.net ( . i 

----------------------------


